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• From a cartographic perspective the map is a generalized
and reduced (at scale) representation of the features of
the Earth surface.

• Computers, Geographic Information Systems, open source
libraries and remote sensing have revolutioned the
domain.

• These days, anyone can create maps. The simple maps
are the mashups.

• Any map should be viewed critically because has some
features that are different from the reality, and can be
used to distort the reality and for manipulating people
perception.

Map



QGIS –open source GIS
• The following

panels (right click 
on the upper grey
area of QGIS 
window) should
be activated:

• Layers Panel
• Attributes 

Toolbar
• Database Toolbar
• Digitizing Toolbar
• Digitizing Tools

• Editing
• Help Toolbar
• Label Toolbar
• Manage Layers

Toolbar
• Map Navigation

Toolbar
• Project Toolbar
• Raster Toolbar
• Vector Toolbar
• Web Toolbar
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Natural Earth

http://naciscdn.org/naturalearth/packages/Natural_Earth_quick_start.zip



Raster data (images)



Vector data (drawings)

points

polygons lines



Point 
styling



Line styling



Polygon
styling



Labels



Map Composer

Map content:
- external boundary
- internal boundary (the map)
- scale
- legend
- title
- north direction

- Composition
- Item properties

Toolbars

Menus

Default: A4, 
landscape

Rulers





External boundary as a rectangle 



Adding a map



Adding a grid





Adding a title



Adding a legend



Thank you 
for 

attending!
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